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High School/Community College Lesson Plan
“Fighting for the Vote”

Objectives 
Students will be able to:
· Appreciate the sacrifices made to win the right to vote
· Develop a personal commitment to vote when they are able
· Advocate voting to family/friends
· Know what to expect when they go to vote (or use a vote-by-mail ballot)
Overview
F
ighting for the Vote  is adaptable to the needs of students and schools.  In general, it consists of three modules: 
1. Suffrage Role-Play . 30- 40  minutes, interactive exercise—no slides or technology needed.
The core of the program is a role-playing walk through the timeline of suffrage—from the American Revolution through recent changes in New Jersey’s voting laws. Students take on the persona of an avatar. They are given a card describing their avatar, including a picture and a list of attributes that map to voter eligibility through time.   As the League facilitator tells the story of each struggle for suffrage, those in the room who can vote at that point in history stand, forming a visual timeline.  At each milestone, students see and hear about the struggle and learn the cost people paid for the right to vote.  Those sitting explain why they (that is their avatars) cannot vote.  They begin developing a personal interest in eligibility and the fight for it.

2. Voter Turnout Problem-Solving.  20 to 30 minutes—Powerpoint slides if technology available.
Students analyze voter turnout statistics—from aggregate, national data to results for their own demographics.  They brainstorm causes of low turnout and propose solutions.  They are challenged to examine their own power to effect change and their willingness to do so.  

3. Voting Support. 20 to 30 minutes—Powerpoint slides if technology available. Can be delivered by classroom teacher at a later date (ideally, on Election Day) if time is limited.
This module de-mystifies the actual process of voting—from registration to casting a ballot. The language of elections (polling place, voting district, primary, general election, etc.) is explained. When possible, arrangements are made to have a voting machine on site.  The idea is to remove those barriers to showing up on election day that we are able to anticipate.


Vocabulary 
The program includes terms that may or may not be familiar to the students.  Use your judgment and sense of the class to define the terms as you use them.
· Amendment to the Constitution (a change or addition to the original set of laws; currently have 27)
· Ballot (the list of candidates and questions that you choose from when you vote; the list appears in the voting booth or on the official vote-by-mail paper you use to cast your vote) 
· Citizen 	(someone who is officially protected by and loyal to a country. In the U.S. a citizen has to meet certain requirements: 1) born here or has a U.S. citizen parent; or 2) has studied and passed a test to become a citizen and has promised to be loyal to our country.)   
· Civil Rights (a citizen’s right to political and social freedom and equality) 
· Congressional District (the part of the state where you live that has been given a number and is represented by one Congressperson in the U.S. House of Representatives)
· Constitution (highest law of the land; adopted in 1789 to create the U.S. government)
· Democracy (a government where the people get to choose/vote)
· General Election (regularly scheduled election where voters choose from candidates from all parties—Democratic, Republican, and independent—for local, state, or national office; General Elections are normally held in November)
· Legislative District (the part of the state where you live that has been given a number and is represented by one state senator and two state assembly people in the New Jersey Legislature)
· Poll Book (The ledger of registered voters and signatures for each voting district)
· Polls/ Polling Place (where people go to vote) 
· Primary/ Primary Election (elections where voters in the two major political parties choose the candidates that will represent their party in the general election; in NJ, primaries take place in June)
· Provisional Ballot (the way that someone who is challenged at the polls is allowed to vote. The person does not use the voting machine. Instead, he/she marks a special paper ballot available from the election worker who puts it in a secure envelope that is delivered to election officials.  Provisional ballots are validated and counted if the number of provisional ballots is greater than the number of votes the leading candidate receives.)
· Sample Ballot (an example of what the official ballot will look like that is mailed to registered voters in advance of an election)
· Suffrage (the right to vote)	    
· Suffragists[footnoteRef:1] (people, mostly women, who organized to win the right to vote) [1:  Preferred usage is suffragist.  Suffragette was coined by the press in 1906 to mock those fighting for the vote. Some in the British movement embraced the term to reclaim it, but in the U.S. it was seen as offensive. (Source: nps.gov/articles/suffragistsvssuffragette.htm) 
] 

· Voting or Election District (the area of town where you live that determines your polling place)

Materials (we supply)
· Avatar cards (one for each student; image and description of potential voter).  Before the session, find out how many students will be in the session.  Create a “deck” of avatar cards for the class with cards from each color-coded group (A through G).  If possible, the number of D’s (women) should equal the number of A’s + B’s + C’s.  The number of F’s and G’s can be as few as one. 
· Milestone Cards (for students to hold to identify the point on the suffrage timeline when they (their avatar) were able to vote
· Enlarged photos/posters of suffragists and of Voting Rights Protester
· If using Powerpoint, thumb-drive with slides
· If not using Powerpoint, enlarged posters of the Voter Turnout graphics (Overall, By Age, By Race, By Education)
· Flipchart, easel, and markers
· Voting Reminder/VOTE411 business cards for each student
· LWV pens or some give-away to “contest winners”
· Voter registration forms
· Vote-by-mail applications
· “Fighting for the Vote” wrist bands
· Classroom teacher package 
· Voting reminder (Message to be delivered on election day)
·  Module 3 “Voting Support” (if not delivered as part of original LWV presentation)

Equipment (school supplies)
· Easel 
· Table (if no easels are available)
· Overhead projector, screen, and computer or laptop
· Students will need paper and pencil

Before the session
· Set up easel and flipchart
· Set up additional easels or find places where the posters can be displayed
· Test the projector
· Decide if the room supports building the “visual timeline” and if so, where the groups of students will stand as they (their avatars) are able to vote



Procedure/Steps
OVERALL INTRODUCTION 
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· As you are introducing yourself and the program, have a volunteer (League facilitator or student) hand out the avatar cards, one to each student.  
· Introduce yourself as a member of the League of Women Voters. Explain:
· Non-partisanship—League never supports a candidate or party, but does take sides on positions, including voting rights.
· Roots—League emerged nearly 100 years ago from the fight for women’s right to vote.
· Voter Service—League works to make sure that everyone who can vote does and that they have the information they need about the people running and the issues to cast an informed vote. (Wear your League button or League name tag.)
· Explain that you are going to ask them to think about voting—how hard people fought for the right to vote, who votes and who doesn’t, and (if you are covering it today rather than having the classroom teacher present on Election Day) how to vote. 


MODULE 1: Suffrage Role Play
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SETTING THE STAGE
· PRIVATE QUESTION: 
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“Before we begin, please take out a pen or pencil and a piece of paper and write down your answer to a question.  It’s a personal question and no one else will see what you write.  But even though your answer is private, the thought you put into it will influence how you hear what we’re going to be talking about.  So, please take 15 seconds to think about: ‘What one thing do you care enough about to be willing to go to war or to prison for?’ At the end of our time together, you can throw away the paper if you wish, or you may choose to keep it as a reminder of what you learn today.” [Allow a half a minute or so for students to write their responses.]
· WHO CAN VOTE? 
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Introduce the module: “Let’s start with today.  Who can vote?”  Ask students to offer requirements. Write their correct responses on am easel sheet and help them get to this list:  citizen, at least 18 years old, not serving a prison sentence for a felony, on parole or on probation. 

· TRANSITION: 
“This wasn’t always the list.  The requirement for voting used to be much different—in ways that are hard for us to imagine today.  But that’s exactly what we’re going to do—imagine what it was like for white men, for African Americans, for women, for young people, and for Native Americans who wanted to vote over the first 200 years of our history.”
· DEFINE SUFFRAGE: 
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“Before we walk through the history, there’s a word we need to know: SUFFRAGE.  Suffrage means ‘the right to vote.’  The struggle for suffrage—the fight for the vote—is a powerful and surprising story.”  (If not using slides, write “Suffrage” on the classroom whiteboard.)

PREPARATION FOR THE “Fighting for the Vote” Role Play
· Explain that they are going to help tell the story of suffrage—the fight for the vote.
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· Call their attention to the avatar cards, explaining that for the purpose of the story, they are going to be the PERSON ON THEIR CARD.
· Explain: “You may be taking the identity of someone who is not like you—you may play a female if you are a male or the other way around.  That’s okay. Take 15 seconds to think about what it would be like to be your avatar—the people on your card. Imagine BEING THEM.  How it would feel.  How it would be different from what you know and experience. For the purpose of what we are about to do, you are going be this person and feel and think what they would feel.” 

THE ROLE PLAY
Revolutionary War
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BACKGROUND
· Explain: “Americans have been fighting for the vote from the beginning of our nation. We fought a war with England—the Revolutionary War—for our independence.  One way to look at the Revolutionary War is to think about it as a fight for the right to VOTE.  The colonists were upset because—among other things— they were being taxed by the English Parliament and they had no voice (vote) to select the members of Parliament.  You may remember the Patrick Henry’s famous protest: ‘Taxation without representation![footnoteRef:2] or those angry Colonists throwing tea in Boston Harbor.” [2:  White male property owners 21+-years-old could vote in matters of local governance in the Colonies. But the colonists came to resent that the members of the British Parliament, for whom they could not vote, were making decisions about their lives—especially about taxes.
] 

· Make the point that people died: “In the Revolutionary War, this war for the right to vote, nearly 17,000 Colonists died in action; between 8,000 and 12,000 Colonists were taken prisoner—many thousands of these prisoners of war died of disease.”
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· Explain: “Having won the war, the leaders of the new nation met, argued, and finally agreed on the rules under which the government would operate. They set these rules down as the U.S. Constitution. “
· “Many leaders of the new nation opposed creating a strong central government.  After all, they had just gotten rid of King George III.  They argued that the balance of power should favor the new states, not the federal government. And when it came to the debate over who could vote, these anti-federalists won the day.  The founders decided NOT TO DEFINE VOTING REQUIREMENTS AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL. THEY GAVE THAT RESPONSIBILITY TO THE STATES.”   
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WHO CAN VOTE
· “As the states set the rules, WELL OVER HALF THE PEOPLE IN OUR NEW NATION WERE LEFT OUT. Women, Native Americans, and African Americans could not vote.”
· Define who could vote: Ask students to guess who was able to vote. Help them get to: “In the beginning (1789) for the most part states decided that WHITE MEN*[footnoteRef:3], 21 YEARS OLD and OLDER, WHO OWNED PROPERTY (land) and were CITIZENS could vote.”[footnoteRef:4] Write each requirement on the easel sheet as students guess or you offer it: [3:  * Turns out that single women who owned property (married women could not own property) were allowed to vote in NJ until the state legislature defied the state constitution and enacted a law in 1807 prohibiting women from voting.  Their motives were partisan—the politicians in power feared that most women would vote for the opposing party. 
]  [4:  In the late 1780s, across the nation as a whole, an estimated 80% of adult white males could vote. [Source: Donald Ratcliffe, The Right to Vote and the Rise of Democracy, 1787-1828, p. 230.  jer.pennpress.org/media/26167/sampleart22.pdf]] 



	WHITE 
MEN
21 years and older
OWNS PROPERTY
CITIZEN
	Place the easel sheet where it can be seen. You will return to it.




· Ask: “What do you think the states were thinking?  Why just 21-year-old and older white men with property?”  Spend just a few minutes touching on attitudes toward women and African Americans.  The idea is just to surface these underlaying issues.  

VISUAL TIMELINE
· Invite students to participate: “It’s 1789, more than 200 years ago.  Look at your avatar card and STAND UP if you can vote.” If the room permits, ask those who can vote to move to a place on the perimeter of the room where they can be seen.  Give the “Revolutionary War” Milestone Card to one of the “voters” to hold and ask all the voters to hold their card so people can see the image of who they are.  (COLOR CODED Light Blue; “A”)
· Ask a few of those sitting who they are and why they cannot vote.  Ask why people of color could not vote—look for BOTH reasons (not white, not citizens).  


1856:  End of property requirements
[image: ]
BACKGROUND
· Explain: “Let’s move ahead 60 or so years, to 1856.  By this year, the last state (North Carolina) gave up the property requirement as a condition for voting.”
· Ask: “Why do you think the states extended voting rights to men without property?” Engage students in possibilities.  See if they suggest “fairness.”
·  “It’s tempting think that the states had decided that the property requirement wasn’t FAIR because it meant that poor people had no vote and no voice. More realistically, it was probably because the politicians in power believed that the new voters were likely to vote for their party.  Whatever the reason, by 1856, the property requirement was gone across the country.”
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WHO CAN VOTE
· “Where does this leave us?  Across the county, election laws allowed WHITE MEN, 21 YEARS OLD AND OLDER, who were CITIZENS to vote.”[footnoteRef:5]
 [5:  Rhode Island did not end property requirements for foreign-born citizens until 1888.
] 

	WHITE 
MEN
21 years and older
OWNS PROPERTY
CITIZEN

	Return to the easel sheet and cross out “OWNS PROPERTY”





VISUAL TIMELINE
· Request: “Look at your avatar card and STAND UP if you can vote.” If the room permits, ask those who can vote to move to a place on the perimeter of the room next to the students already standing.  Give the “1856” Milestone Card to one of the “voters” to hold and ask all the voters to hold their card so people can see the image of who they are. (COLOR CODED Orange, “B”)
· Ask a few of the sitting students who they are and why they cannot vote—looking for the categories (people of color, people under 21, women, non-citizens). 

The Civil War and the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments (1870)
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BACKGROUND
· Transition to the next milestone: “Surprisingly, neither the Constitution nor the Bill of Rights (the 1st 10 Amendments to the Constitution) explicitly guarantees the right to vote![footnoteRef:6]  (Remember the Constitution gave the states the authority to make the rules about voting.  It was not until the end of the Civil War that the Constitution was amended to set the first nation-wide rules about suffrage.  Here’s how it happened and what those amendments said.” (Source: National Constitution Center, constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constiutiton/amendments/amendment-xv) [6:  The right to vote is mentioned 5 times in Amendments to the Constitution, never in the body of the original document.  (Amendment 14 defines citizenship and penalizes states that withhold the right to vote to male citizens; 15 prohibits denying the vote based on race; 19 prohibits denying the vote based on sex; 24 outlaws poll taxes; 26 lowers the voting age to 18. [Source: Garrett Epps, “What Does the Constitution Actually Say about Voting Rights?”, The Atlantic, Aug. 19, 2013]] 

·  “About the same time the states were eliminating property ownership as a voting requirement, the country was facing the biggest challenge in our history—one that would have a profound effect on suffrage. In the mid 1800s, tensions between the North and South were mounting over the question of slavery—the question of whether new states when they entered the Union would be free- or slave- states.  The election of Abraham Lincoln brought the tensions to a head. The South withdrew from the Union and hostilities began.  Between 1861 and 186, America waged the bloodiest war in our history—the Civil War.”
· Explain that the war was fought at first indirectly and ultimately directly over slavery and the rights of African/Black Americans. But in the end, it was also about suffrage. The North won the war. The Union was saved, slavery ended, and African American males were given the vote. 
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· Show the poster: “The country paid a very deadly price for these gains.  Between 650,000 and 850,00 Americans died as a result of the war*[footnoteRef:7], more than in any war we’ve fought.  620,000 Americans equaled 2% of the nation’s population in 1860, the equivalent of losing 6 million Americans today.1 in every 4 soldiers who went to war did not come home).” [7: * Traditional 620,000 number revised by David Hacker, demographic historian from Binghamton Univ,  New York Times, April 2, 2012] 
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· Finish the story:  “In 1865, at the end of the Civil War, the 13th Amendment to the Constitution passed.  It states simply that slavery cannot exist in the United States or any place subject to its jurisdiction. In 1868, the 14th Amendment made all people born in the U.S. (including former slaves) American citizens.  And two years later, in 1870, the 15th Amendment changed the suffrage laws across the country.  It states that “The right of citizens … to vote shall not be denied … by the United States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.”  Although the amendment refers to the ‘right of citizens,’ not MEN, it was interpreted to mean that MALES of any race could vote.”[footnoteRef:8] [8: ] 
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WHO CAN VOTE
· “From 1870,  ALL MEN (of any color or race), 21 YEARS OLD AND OLDER, who were CITIZENS could vote. “

	WHITE 
MEN
21 years and older
OWNS PROPERTY
CITIZEN

	Return to the easel sheet and cross out “WHITE”




VISUAL TIMELINE
· “Look at your avatar card and STAND UP if you can vote.” If the room permits, ask those who can vote to move to a place on the perimeter of the room next to the students already standing.  Give the “Civil War” Milestone Card to one of the “voters” to hold and ask all the voters to hold their avatar cards so people can see the image of who they are. (COLOR CODED Green, “C”)
· Ask a few of the seated students who they are and why they cannot vote—looking for the categories (people under 21, women, non-citizens). Ask how they feel about not being able to vote—especially those who are female.

Women’s Suffrage and the 19th Amendment (1920)
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BACKGROUND
·  Move the discussion to the next milestone: “It is now 1920. It’s been more than 130 years since men were given the vote.  It’s been 50 years since African-American men were given the vote.  But still, with the exception of some states in the west, women could not vote. “[footnoteRef:9] [9:  In 1972, Susan B. Anthony arrested and brought to trial in Rochester, NY, for attempting to vote in the presidential election, citing that women were citizens and the recently-ratified 14th amendment guaranteed that no citizen should be denied the privileges of citizenship—which, she argued, included the right to vote. She was arrested and convicted of illegal voting.
] 

· Explain the first wave of the women’s suffrage movement: “By the mid-1800s, women were losing their patience. Many of them had been politically active as abolitionists, fighting to end slavery.  Many were leaders in the political campaign to outlaw alcohol.  They ‘found their voice’ and experienced their political power. In 1848, they began to organize for the vote. These women were called SUFFRAGISTS.”
· “They marched, gave speeches, held protests, lobbied politicians. You may recognize the name of the most famous suffragist of this period—SUSAN B. ANTHONY.  The suffragists’ fight for the vote took more than 70 years.  And Susan B. Anthony did not live to see it happen.”
· “In the early 1900s, a new generation of women took up the fight.  These suffragists were even more aggressive.  These women travelled the country and campaigned state by state to convince legislators to change state laws. (One suffragist campaigned so hard, she collapsed giving a speech and died a few days later.)  They also pressured the members of Congress and the President of the United States to propose a Constitutional Amendment.  The 15th Amendment has overridden state authority to say that the states could not deny citizens the right to vote based on RACE.  The suffragists want a Constitutional Amendment to say the states could not deny citizens the right to vote based on SEX.”
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· Show the poster or slide of the suffragists being arrested.[footnoteRef:10]   “These suffragists were unstoppable.  They marched.  They sued. They lobbied. They picketed outside the White House for more than a year—through rain, cold, and blizzards. They were harassed—even by other women, most of whom did not want the vote.  When the President lost his patience with their picketing, they were arrested. “ [10:  The woman in the photos is Emmeline Pankhurst, a British suffragist, being arrested in London in 1914. American suffragist Alice Paul, a radical leader of the push for the 19th Amendment, studied in London where she met Pankhurst, who became her mentor and role model.  
] 

· Ask the students to notice the look on the faces of the men walking by them.  Help them see that the men look angry at the woman and are not willing to help her. Talk about how the suffragists were attacked by men and women who called them names and opposed women’s suffrage.  
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· Show the poster or slide of the suffragist (Lucy Burns) behind bars.  Explain that some suffragists who were arrested refused to eat—they went on hunger strikes. They wanted people to know that they were willing to DIE to get the vote. They were force fed, a painful process where a tube was forced down their throat or through their nose and food was poured into their stomachs. 
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WHO CAN VOTE
· “Finally, in 1919, 100 years ago, the President and Congress relented.  The 19th Amendment—outlawing denial of voting rights based on sex—was proposed and sent to the states to be ratified. On August 18, 1920, the Tennessee legislature voted “yes.”  It was the final vote needed and women’s suffrage became the law of the land.”
· 19th CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT guarantees that “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied … by the United States or by any State on account of sex.”

	WHITE 
MEN
21 years and older
OWNS PROPERTY
CITIZEN

	Return to the easel sheet and cross out “MEN”




VISUAL TIMELINE
· Request: “Look at your avatar card and STAND UP if you can vote.” If the room permits, ask those who can vote to move to a place on the perimeter of the room next to the students already standing.  Give the “19th Amendment” Milestone Card to one of the “voters” to hold and ask all the voters to hold their avatar cards so people can see the image of who they are. (COLOR CODED Purple, “D”)
· Ask a few of the seated students who they are and why they cannot vote—looking for the categories (people under 21, non-citizens). 

1971: 26th Amendment give 18-year-olds the vote
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BACKGROUND
· Make the transition to the 1971 26th Amendment:  Return to the list on the easel sheet.   

	WHITE 
MEN
21 years and older
OWNS PROPERTY
CITIZEN

	Ask the class to name the remaining requirement that needs changing—based on the list of current voting requirement discussed earlier.  ANSWER: 21 years and older.




· Explain that the last change we made to the Constitution about suffrage happened in 1971, when the 26th Amendment to the Constitution lowered the voting age FOR ALL ELECTIONS (not just for federal officials) to 18.  “We’ve just seen that fight for the vote in two of the three cases we’ve covered involved war—The Revolution and the Civil War.  The 26th amendment indirectly involved war, as well. Here’s the background.  The 1960s were a decade of unrest and protest in this country.  Much of the protest was against the Vietnam War.   Many Americans, especially the young, wanted to end our involvement.  At the time, the country had a draft—18-year-old men had to register with the government and from that pool the Army and other branches of the military drew names of men who had to serve.  In the 1960s, tens of thousands of these young men went to war in Vietnam.  More than half the American servicemen killed in Vietnam were between 18 and 20 years old. [Source: National Constitutional Center, 26th Amendment].  The protesters asked: “If we are old enough to die for our country, how can it be that we are not old enough to vote?”[footnoteRef:11] They chanted ‘Old enough to fight, old enough to vote.’” [11:  The Voting Rights Act of 1970 lowered the voting age to 18 for all federal, state, and local elections.  It was challenged in a Supreme Court decision (Oregon v. Mitchell, 1970), that ruled the Congress could not override state authority to decide voting requirements for state and local elections.   Congress proposed the 26th Amendment to in response.  It was ratified in less than four months—the shortest ratification period of any constitutional amendment. (Source: National Constitution Center—constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution /amendments/amendment-xxvi)


] 

· “The 26th AMENDMENT to the CONSTITUTION guarantees that “The right of citizens of the United States, who are 18 years of age or older, to vote, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any state on account of age.”
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WHO CAN VOTE
	WHITE 
MEN
18 21 years and older
OWNS PROPERTY
CITIZEN

	Return to the easel sheet and cross out “21” and write “18”




VISUAL TIMELINE
· Request: “It’s 1971. Look at your avatar card and STAND UP if you can vote.” If the room permits, ask those who can vote to move to a place on the perimeter of the room next to the students already standing.  Give the “26th Amendment” Milestone Card to one of the “voters” to hold and ask all the voters to hold their avatar cards so people can see the image of who they are. (COLOR CODED Yellow, “E”)
· Ask a few of the seated students who they are and why they cannot vote—looking for the categories (people under 21, non-citizens). 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]WRAP UP THE TIMELINE
· The suffrage timeline is complete.  Take a few seconds to call student attention to the Visual Timeline. Read each Milestone Card and remind the class what happened at that point in the suffrage timeline.  If time permits, ask the student holding the card who could vote at that point in history.
· Thank the standing students for their help, collect their milestone and avatar cards, and invite them to sit down. Collect the avatar cards from those still in their chairs.

There’s more to the story 
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· Summarize: “We’ve seen how the state laws and the Constitution itself have changed over two centuries to remove barriers to voting—to include the poor, African-Americans, women, and young adults. But there is more to the story.  
· “Despite the trend toward greater suffrage, there has been a consistent push in the other direction.  Throughout our history, there has been powerful resistance to allowing certain groups to cast their votes—even when the law has given them this right.“
· Over the years, Native Americans, citizens of Asian descent, felons and former felons have been denied the vote.  One by one, at the state and at the federal level, things have improved.” 
· “So even though we’ve worked through major milestones in the Fight for the Vote, we’re not done.  There are setbacks and breakthroughs we need to talk about.”

1965 Voting Rights Act
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· “The first setback we need to explore happened after the Civil War—in response to the 15th Amendment that gave African Americans the right to vote.”
·  “The Constitution said that African Americans could vote—but there were places in the country where people went to extreme lengths to ensure they did not.  The reason is one we see over and over:  FEAR.  Whites, particularly in the South, feared that black voters would take away white power—would force them to change the way of life they knew and wanted to keep. Voting means having a voice in who will lead and how things will be run.  And there were people who did not want to give that voice to African-Americans.”
· “In the South, after the Civil War, local and state laws were passed that kept the races separate and did everything possible to prevent black citizens from voting. They were called JIM CROW LAWS. Punishment for defying Jim Crow laws was severe.  Into the 20th century, men were lynched (hanged) for trying to vote.  Obstacles were put in the way: tests that made black voters recite whole passages of the Constitution, property requirements (remember them?), removing the names of blacks from the list of voters for made-up reasons, preventing anyone who had served time in prison from voting, making people pay a tax to vote.”
· Introduce the Civil Rights Movement: “Remember we talked about the social upheaval of the 1960s that led to the 26th Amendment lowering the voting age.  That upheaval included a national movement to end Jim Crow—the address the unfair treatment of African Americans, including denying the right to vote. Civil Rights and Voting Rights champions emerged.  Martin Luther King advocated nonviolent resistance. Under his leadership and inspiration, blacks and whites marched, demonstrated, held sit-ins, and risked their lives to stand for African American rights.” 
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· Show the poster. Build a sense of the sacrifices made by those fighting for the vote: “The civil and voting rights activists in the South were beaten, arrested, and some were killed. Martin Luther King was assassinated. A man was murdered for registering black voters.  Four young girls were killed when the church they attended, which was a center for civil and voting rights meetings, was bombed. Dozens of activists were shot.” [Source: Northern California Citizenship Project--   a.s.kqd/net/pdf/eduation.digitalmedia/us-voting-rights-timeline.pdf]
· “But the activists continued to march and demonstrate.  On the Selma to Montgomery march for voting rights in 1965, state troopers attacked marchers with nightsticks, tear gas, and whips. The violence was shown on national television and helped shock the nation and move the President to act. “
· “In response, on August 6, 1965, President Lyndon Johnson signed the VOTING RIGHTS ACT into law. The Voting Rights Act, though not an Amendment, was a federal law that outlawed unfair voting practices nationwide. It gave the federal government the right to look into elections where the voting rights of the non-white population appeared to be denied and gave African-American voters the legal means to challenge voting restrictions.”[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  The 24th Amendment to the Constitution, outlawing poll taxes in elections for federal officials, was ratified on January 23, 1964. Beginning in Florida in 1889, all the former states of the Confederacy had poll taxes designed to suppress the African-American vote. The tax was usually low ($1-$2, $20-$40, today), but still suppressed the vote.  Many were cumulative—voters need to pay for the current and every previous election they had failed to pay.  By 1962, only Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, Texas, and Virginia had poll taxes. In 1966, the Supreme Court ruled that poll taxes in all state and local elections were prohibited under the Equal  Protection Clause.  (Source: National Constitution Center—constitutioncenter.org/interactive- constitution /amendments/amendment-xxiv)
] 

[image: ]
· “Unfortunately, even the Voting Rights Act did not end efforts to make it difficult or impossible for certain groups (particularly African Americans) to vote.  Some states today are trying to put laws in place to discourage voting.  They are imposing voter identification requirements at the polls, they are eliminating voting places making for long lines and long waits to vote, they are requiring street addresses on voter registration form for Native Americans on reservations where there are no street addresses, and more.  The League of Women Voters is among the organizations fighting these practices.” 
· “The news is even worse.  In 2013, the Supreme Court overturned an important part of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, opening the door to the return of voter suppression practices in some states (cutting back early voting, restricting private groups from conducting voter-registration drives, eliminating election-day voter registration, imposing strict voter ID rules, etc.).[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  The ruling eliminated the requirement that states with a history of discrimination and voter suppression must seek pre-approval of changes in the voting rules that could affect minorities. (Shelby County v. Holder). Since the ruling, several states previously covered have moved to restrict voting rights, including imposing strict photo ID requirements. (Source: Brennan Center for Justice brennancenter.org/issues/the-voting-rights-act)
] 
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Citizenship for Asian American
· “We’ve followed the path of increased suffrage through two centuries, but we’ve left some out.  Before we move on, we need to at least acknowledge that is hasn’t been only African Americans, women, and the young would were deprived of the vote.”
· “In 1882, a law was passed forbidding people of Chinese ancestry who moved to the United States to become U.S. citizens. In the 1920s, the Supreme Court ruled that people of Japanese or Asian Indian descent who moved to the United States could not become naturalized citizens. These rules stayed in place until 1952 when Congress passed a law granting all people of Asian descent to become citizens. “
Citizenship for Native Americans
· Explain the status of Native Americans: “It’s worth a closer look at the story of the American Indian. The Native American tribes were considered separate nations. The Indians themselves were not considered citizens and therefore could not vote.  Finally, in 1924, a law passed (the Snyder Act), that made all Native Americans born in the United States citizens. But, remember, the states get to decide the rules about voting.  And even after 1924, there were states where Native Americans could not vote.  It was 1957 before all the states allowed Native Americans to vote.”
Voting rights for felons and former felons
· Explain the status of former felons in NJ: “We keep coming back to the fact that unless the Constitution is amended (as it has been for African-American, women, and young-adult suffrage) or a federal law is passed to say otherwise, the states get to say who can vote.  Over the years, all but two states (Maine and Vermont) have taken voting rights away from people who are serving in prison on a felony charge.  Some states refuse to restore voting rights even after former felons have served their time and completed parole and probation.  This means that nearly 4 million U.S. citizens, disproportionately African American, lose their right to vote for life because of a past felony.  Other states restore voting rights after the felons have served their sentence, parole, and probation.  IN NEW JERSEY, former felons who have served their sentence, parole, and probation are ELIGIBLE TO VOTE, BUT THEY MUST RE-REGISTER. The League of Women Voters is active in re-registering former felons.” 
· Ask: “Why would states want to prevent felons from voting? Do you support this prohibition?  What about former felons who have paid their debt to society?”

DE-BRIEF THE TIMELINE ROLE-PLAY

[image: ]
· Ask the students to take a few seconds to look at the answer they wrote down at the start of the lesson to the question “What would you be willing to go to jail for?  To die for?”  Restate that throughout our history, the answer for thousands has been “THE RIGHT TO VOTE.”




TRANSITION TO MODULE TWO
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· Set the stage for MODULE 2: VOTER TURNOUT by asking: “Voting is a hard-fought-for right. Who is using its power?
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What one thing do you care enough about to be



willing to go to war or to prison for?
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Who can vote?










Who can vote?
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Building the Suffrage Timeline
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The Revolutionary War










The Revolutionary War
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What did the founders decide about voting?
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It’s 1789.  Who can vote?
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1856
End of Property Requirements
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It’s 1856.  Who can vote?
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The Civil War










The Civil War
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~750,000 Americans died 
(2% of population: 6 million today)
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For the first time 
The federal government steps in.
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It’s 1870.  Who can vote?



Thomas Mundy Peterson
Paterson, New Jersey
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1920
19th Amendment
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It’s 1920.  Who can vote?
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1971
26th Amendment
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It’s 1971.  Who can vote?
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There’s more to the story . . .
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Voting Rights Act
1965
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Voter suppression continues



Disciminatory ID laws



Long lines



Wrongful voter purges



Partisan redistricting
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Expanding suffrage
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What one thing do you care enough about to be



willing to go to war or to prison for?
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Voting is a hard-fought-for right.



Who is using the 
power of the vote? 
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Fighting for the Vote
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